
1 Maccabees 3-9 – Judas “The Hammer” 
 

1. Match the chapters with the battles fought against the following generals, and  

check whether Judas won or lost the fight. 

 _____  1 Maccabees 3:10-26  A.  Antiochus (  ) won / (  ) lost 

 _____  1 Maccabees 4:1-25  B.  Bacchides (  ) won / (  ) lost 

 _____  1 Maccabees 4:26-35  C.  Gorgias  (  ) won / (  ) lost 

 _____  1 Maccabees 5:24-44  D.  Apollonius (  ) won / (  ) lost 

 _____  1 Maccabees 6:18-83  E.  Nicanor  (  ) won / (  ) lost 

 _____  1 Maccabees 7:26-50  F.  Timothy  (  ) won / (  ) lost 

 _____  1 Maccabees 9:1-21  G.  Lysias  (  ) won / (  ) lost 

 

2. The map shows how the battle between Judas and Gorgias was fought. Match the  

lines of attack with the descriptions of the battle in 1 Maccabees 3:38-4:25. 

 _____  Gorgias’ troops joined 

    with armies from 

    Philisita and Idumea 

  at Emmaus (3:38-41) 

 _____  Judas gathered his 

    army at Mizpah 

  (3:42-54) 

 _____  Judas marched to  

    the south of Emmaus  

    (3:55-60) 

 _____  Gorgias led part of 

    his army to surprise 

    Judas at Mizpah 

    (4:1-5) 

 _____  Meanwhile Judas 

    attacked the army 

    at Emmaus and  

    chased them to the 

    coast (4:6-15) 

 _____  Then Judas returned  

  to Mizpah and defeated the rest of Gorgias’ army (4:16-25) 

 

3. Read 1 Maccabees 3:17-22, Judas’ speech to his troops before their battle with 

Syrian commander Seron. How did he hope to win?  

  

 



4. Read 1 Maccabees 4:36-51, which tells about the rededication of the temple.  

List ten things the Jews did to celebrate this event. 

 _________________________ _________________________ 

 _________________________ _________________________ 

 _________________________ _________________________ 

 _________________________ _________________________ 

 _________________________ _________________________ 

 

5. Jewish people today continue to celebrate that event. The festival is known as  

“Hanukkah” or “Lights.”  

It lasts for __________ days in the month of ___________________. 

 

6. By the way, according to 1 Maccabees 6:42-47, how did Judas’ brother Eleazar 

die? 
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